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Summer Reading Assignment  
Grade 6  Project Based Choice B 

The Old Man Sea and the Sea 
By Ernest Hemingway 

 
*Choose A (Traditional) or B (Project Based) only 
The requirements for the project are listed below.  
Choose a total value of 3 points 
 
 _Design a postcard that represents a scene from the book. Write a paragraph (5-7 sentences) explaining what you drew. 1  

 _Create a book cover for this book. On the front cover, include the title and a picture representing something from the book. 
On the back cover, write a summary that must be at least 2 paragraphs. 2   
 
 _Photo Album - Take pictures that depict the experiences of the book and/or characters in the book. Create a photo album 
with captions. Photos must be taken by the student. Album can be digital or traditional. Captions should connect photos to 
specific information from the book. 3  

 _What do you think will happen to the main characters in the book in one year? Five years? Write a 3-4 paragraph essay 
describing your ideas. Give reasons from the novel to support your answer. 3   

 _Pretend that you are able to interview a character from the novel. Create 10 questions for your character and make up their 
responses based on information in the novel. You must write in complete sentences. 2  

 _Character Journal - Use a journal to document two characters in the book. Identify each character as a major and/or a 
minor--by name and record the page number on which that character first appears. Describe both characters in detail and 
explain his/her relationship to the other character you picked in the novel. Record each character's most important quotation 
and include the page number on which the quotation appears. Keep your journal either in a composition notebook or in a 
Microsoft Word file. 3  
 
 _Word Journal - Use a journal to document the seven most important words in the novel. Choose seven words from the 
novel that you feel are the most significant. Document one word per page of your journal. Include the sentence in which the 
word is found. Document the page number on which the sentence is found. Write one paragraph explaining the significance 
of the word to the book as a whole. 1  
	  



                 Santiago             Me 

               Living Conditions 

Name_____________________________________Date______________ 
 

Grade 6 Summer Reading 
Traditional Choice A - *Choose A (Traditional) or B (Project Based) only  

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 
 

Use the T-charts below to compare and contrast yourself and Santiago. Work hard and 

come up with 3 items under each heading. 

 



                 Santiago             Me 
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Conflict is a very important element used to enhance all literature. Think about the 
conflict in The Old Man and the Sea and give ONE example from the story of EACH 
type of conflict. Conflict is a contrast, a dispute, a struggle, a disagreement. 
 

1.  Person against person (example: Santiago against = Manolin’s parents, other 
fishermen) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      2.  Person against nature (example: Santiago against = Marlin, sharks, weather) 
                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       3.  Person against self (example: Santiago against = his thoughts, pride, success,  
                                             old age) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose ONE of the following statements and write a 6-12 sentence paragraph 
detailing your thoughts by using examples from the novel to support what you have to 
say. 
 

1.  Was Santiago a good role model for the boy, Manolin? 
2.  How would Santiago’s life be changed if he had been able to bring the fish in? 
3.  Manolin says he wants to continue fishing with the old man because he still has 

much to learn from him.  What have you learned from this novel? 

 
Thoughts About The Old Man and the Sea 
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